
MINUTES 
TOWN OF OCEAN RIDGE 

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE/CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING 
OCTOBER 5, 2021 

Present: Special Magistrate Amity Barnard, Town Attorney Christy Goddeau, Town Manager 
Tracey Stevens, Town Clerk Karla Armstrong and Building Official Durrani Guy. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M. by Special Magistrate Barnard. 

Special Magistrate Barnard explained the hearing process, noting that the Town will call cases as 
they appear on the agenda. Once the case is called, the Town will present evidence first, then the 
Respondent will have the opportunity to see the evidence, ask any questions, and then the 
Respondent will provide testimony and evidence. Once all of the evidence and testimony has been 
concluded, the Special Magistrate will make a ruling, and the Town and Respondent will receive 
the written order in the mail within the next few days. This is not meant to be a formal courtroom 
and formal rules of evidence do not apply. 

All those persons planning to provide testimony were sworn in by Special Magistrate Barnard. 

A. ADOPTION OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 MINUTES 
The Code Enforcement Hearing Minutes of September 7, 2021 were adopted as drafted by Special 
Magistrate Barnard. 

B. STATUS/FINE ASSESSMENT HEARING 
CASE NO. 2021-006 ALBERT & PATRICIA THROWER, ALBERT & 

PATRICIA THROWER TR TITL HLDRS 
8 INLET CAY DRIVE, OCEAN RIDGE, FL 33435 
RE: INLET CAY, LT 8 
NATURE OF VIOLATION 
Violate Section(s) 64-77 Floating Dock Not in Compliance 
According to Town Code. 

Town Attorney Goddeau summarized the case for Special Magistrate Barnard. She noted that the 
respondents are on the agenda for the November 17, 2021 Board of Adjustment hearing to obtain 
a variance for the floating dock. She advised that the Town is willing to continue accessing the 
fine until December 6, 2021. 

The respondent's neighbors, Nancy and Gilbert Fornatora of7 Inlet Cay Drive, read into the record 
an article from a local newspaper article that discusses how granting of variances can set a 
precedent and is not good practice. 

Special Magistrate Bernard asked staff if they had heard from the respondents. Town Clerk 
Armstrong notified that the respondents are out of town, but had confirmed that they would be in 
attendance at the upcoming Board of Adjustment hearing for their variance application. 



SPECIAL MAGISTRATE CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING OF OCTOBER 5, 2021 

Town Attorney Goddeau notified Mr. and Mrs. Fornatora that the respondents will be going before 
the Board of Adjustment on November 17, 2021 at 9 AM to request a variance for their floating 
dock. Mr. and Mrs. Fornatora asked questions regarding the variance, to which Town Attorney 
Goddeau and Town Clerk Armstrong notified Mr. and Mrs. Fornatora that the variance application 
can be viewed at Town Hall. Town Attorney Goddeau invited Mr. and Mrs. Fornatora to attend 
the meeting since it is open to the public. 

Special Magistrate Barnard accepted Town Exhibits #1-7 into evidence without objection. 

Special Magistrate Barnard advised that she would make the following findings of fact and 
conclusions: the Respondents are the owners of the above-described property, notice is proper 
and sufficient though the Respondents were not present at the hearing. By the "Order Finding 
Violation" dated August 3, 2021, the Special Magistrate ordered the Respondents to comply with 
Section 64-77 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Ocean Ridge on or before October 4, 
2021. Based upon the evidence, pictures and testimony presented at the hearing on October 5, 
2021, the Special Magistrate finds that the property is not in compliance with Section 64-77 of the 
Code of Ordinances of the Town of Ocean Ridge. 

Special Magistrate Barnard ordered the Respondents comply with Section 64-77 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Ocean Ridge on or before December 6, 2021. If the Respondents fail 
to achieve compliance on or before December 6, 2021, a daily Fine of One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00) per day may be imposed for each day the violation continues to exist. 

Administrative costs for the October 5, 2021 hearing were awarded to the Town for One Hundred 
Twenty-Four Dollars ($124.00) to be paid within thirty (30) days of the order date. 

C. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 A.M. 

Minutes prepared by Town Clerk Armstrong, and adopted by Special Magistrate Barnard on 
November 2, 2021. 
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